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Z. R. LANDSCAPES

Landscaping
Fencing
Hedge Cutting and Treework
Turf Laying
Driveways
Patios
And More
Zac Robins 07949 220721

landscape@nsza.co.uk

CONTACT FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICES

Kelvin Speirs
Fyndings, Station Road
Plumpton Green
Lewes BN7 3BX Tel: 01273 890785
Email: kelvinspeirs60@gmail.com

Eastwood Heating & Plumbing

Keep your energy bills low by making sure your boiler is serviced regularly. A well
serviced boiler keeps your energy consumption low and can Identify faults early,
avoiding expensive breakdown cost.

Plumpton Green based Heating Engineer
for all Oil and Gas appliances
please call James on 07876 294262 or 01273 890526

104339 528262

Plumpton Stores & Post Office

Your local village store is now open:

6.00am to 7.30pm Monday to Friday
7.00am to 7.00pm Saturday
7.00am to 1.00pm Sunday
8.00am to 1.00pm Bank Holidays

01273 890229

ov” RICHARD SOAN ROOFING SERVICES 7
Flat & Pitched Roofing
Award Winning « Domestic « Heritage

)
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All advice free and without obligation

Tel: 01273 486110

Email: enquiries@richardsoan.co.uk
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INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICES

Ravenoak, 46 Allington Road, Newick
East Sussex, BN8 4NB
Tel (01825) 722895 (By Appointment)

35 Wivelsfield Road, Haywards Heath,
West Sussex, RH16 4EN
Tel (01444) 454391

info@brooksfunerals.co.uk | www.brooksfunerals.co.uk

2018

Commercial « Education « Industrial

www.richardsoan.co.uk
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Thursday 11th December Saturday 6th December

The Christmas Party Cricket Club
Ukulele Band, School Children singing and 2pm
Father ChristmasWhat could be finer? o
Please bring jumble to the Hall before
For more details contact: 10.30.
Cherie 01273891592
COPY DEADLINES
12th December for January
15th January for February
Copy to 20 West Gate

or email: pecncopy@gmail.com or Telephone: 01273 891383




Plumpton Parish Council
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www.plumptonpc.co.uk
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NOTICE OF VACANCY on Plumpton

Parish Council Report
December 2025

Parish Council

Following the resignation of Graham
Peacock, a vacancy has arisen on the Parish
Council. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank Graham for his time,
dedication, and contribution during his
service on the Council.

Are you passionate about your community?
Do you want to make a lasting difference
and help shape the future of our parish? Do
you have fresh ideas or concerns you'd like
to see addressed? If so, we'd love to hear
from you.

We are seeking enthusiastic individuals from
all backgrounds to put themselves forward
for co-option to the Council. This is your
chance to get involved, make positive
change, and help represent the views of
local residents. If you are interested in
joining us, please contact our Clerk, Anitia
Emery via
clerk@plumptonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Make a difference — become a Parish
Councillor.

Pocket Park
The Parish Council would like to inform

residents that work will soon be taking place
in the Pocket Park (the area west of the
allotments). While the area has largely been
left to develop naturally for the benefit of
wildlife, a recent inspection has identified
the presence of Ash Dieback on several ash
trees. This disease causes trees to become
brittle and unstable, creating a potential
safety hazard in a public space. As the
Pocket Park is a Parish Council-owned
amenity, there is a responsibility to manage
these risks and ensure the area remains safe
and accessible. In the coming weeks, the
site will be professionally surveyed, and any
trees identified as dangerous will be felled.

We recognise that the loss of ash trees
threatens biodiversity, as many insects, birds,
and plants depend on them for habitat. Moving
forward the ReNature Plumpton project team
are looking at strategies to monitor the wildlife
and restore loss of habitat and the team will
soon begin removal of an invasive species of
rose to help restore balance to the park’s
natural environment.

Nolands Site

We would like to thank all residents for their
vigilance and continued reporting of issues
relating to lorry movements to and from the
Nolands development site. The council
appreciate your concern for safety, particularly
around school times, and understand the
disruption caused when Station Road is
blocked. Please be assured that we are fully
aware of the situation and have been in
regular contact with the developers, Elivia, to
address these matters. While it is recognised
that not all incidents are directly the
responsibility of the developers, they do have a
clear duty to manage delivery traffic
appropriately, and we will continue to work
with them to ensure that routes and timings
are better controlled for the safety and
wellbeing of the community.

Yellow Developer Signs

The Parish Council has contacted East Sussex
Highways regarding the growing number of
yellow developer notices being attached to
existing traffic signs within the Parish. We are
pleased to confirm that action has now been
taken and the unlicensed signs have been
removed. If you notice any signage fixed to
road traffic signs that appears out of place,
please do report it — ESCC will review it and
confirm whether it has the proper licence.
Residents should also be aware that any sign
displaying only the developer’s name is
considered commercial advertising, which is
not permitted. Such signs will not be licensed
and should be reported to ESCC Highways.

Please note the date of the next Parish Council
meeting is December 9th, 19:45hrs in the
Village Hall. Members of the public are
welcome to attend.



Hospitality
Special Occasions

Tel. 07970 462337

Email: nichola@massingale.co.uk
f www.plumptonfiowers.co.uk

Rupert Thacker
Furniture Restoration Services

Including Furniture repairs, Polishing etc. of
Antique, Contemporary, and Reproduction
Furniture

Fletching, E Sussex, TN22 3TQ

Tel : 01825-713111 (Workshop)
Mobile: 07950-035044
Email: sales@rupert-thacker.com
Website: www.rupert-thacker.com

A clean carpet isn’t

ServiceMASTER
Clean all we
guarantee......
. Carpet Cleaning & Repairs,
retufting & reweaving
. Upholstery Cleaning
. Rug Cleaning including Wool &
Silk
o Curtain Dry Cleaning on-site-at
-the-window
. Carpet Moth Treatment
Service
. Fire & Flood Clean-Up Service

Now celebrating 24 years of providing 1st class
service in Plumpton, Plumpton Green, East
Chiltington, Lewes & Brighton.

Call Paul or Liz on 01273 733339
For a free no-obligation quotation
Or email paul@servicemasterbrighton.co.uk

See our website for special offers

www.servicemasterclean.co.uk/plumpton-
green

e All aspects of free work
* Hedge maintenance

* Planting

e Fruit tfree pruning

* Traditional hedge laying
* Woodchip supplies

Contact Oliver Marlow
07507 523748 / 01273 891702
oliver@newleaftreesurgery.co.uk

newleaftreesurgery.co.uk

Treats by Post - Brownies - Gift Boxes
Hand Painted Cookies - Cupcakes
Celebration Cakes
Wedding Cakes

The Crafty Cake Lady
We Cake with Love

www.thecraftycakelady.co.uk

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY o
07725979297 /01273 891067 o

The Greenhouse

B&B in the heart of Plumpton Green
Separate annex, sleeps 4
Previously known as ‘Edgington Cottage’
To book please call Clare

07747 036049



EAST CHILTINGTON
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PARISH COUNCIL

With the leaves now nearly off the trees as we
move from Autumn to Winter and with the
bonfire season behind us, its the festive time of
year again as we get ready for Christmas. At
this time of year, it's good to reflect all that has
happened in the Parish over the last twelve
months or so.

We've had our annual litter pick in March, once
again keeping the verges around the parish as
tidy as possible. Sadly, walking around the
roads recently, it’s clear that the litter is building
up again despite our best efforts. We've
installed a dog waste bin near Hollycroft to
encourage dog walkers to keep the footpaths
free of dog waste.

Earlier in the year, after months of badgering
the folks at Highways, we managed to get them
to put new road signs at the end of Honeypot
Lane, and since then we have had no more cars
ending up in the hedge across the junction with
Novington Lane. It's extraordinary to think we
had around eight cars in the hedge before the
signs were put in place.

After much discussion, we've managed to get
essential work done on our church, which
hopefully by the time of publication, means it
will be safe to use again. Discussions will
continue as to how the church might be used to
the benefit of the community and of course,
funded.

Again, numerous discussions with Lewes District
Council through our district councillor, will
hopefully result in properly place flooding depth
indicators around the areas where the river
floods after heavy rains. It happens every year
so it would be helpful to have an accurate
indication of the depth of water.

The Monday Group have continued their work at
keeping our footpaths, stiles, and gateways in
good order making country walks through the
Parish landscape something we can all enjoy -
our thanks go to them for the work they do.

Back in July our pirate-themed Summer party
4

was a great success, and the weather gods were
kind to us. A lot of work goes into organising this
making it a true community event.

On Planning matters, we have visited, discussed
and denied or approved planning proposals
throughout the year, always keeping a mindful eye
on developments that help the community. North
Barnes Eton Town, remains undeliverable as
determined by Lewes District Council and we see no
reason why this would change. The Local Plan
rumbles on slowly, and we are told should be in
place around this time next year.

We have had discussions with representatives from
the South Downs National Park which we border, as
to how access on and off the park could be
improved. We have also stressed with them, and
they agree, the importance of maintaining the dark
skies designation in our area, which of course
means any large scale development would likely
damage this.

And we work closely with the team at TECT who do
so much to protect and enhance the TECT field
which they report on separately in this magazine.

Finally, a heartfelt thankyou to everyone who has
contributed to Parish life this year. We hope you
have a Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year
and continue to enjoy life in the Parish.

Registered Charity
number 1149068

‘:? ' St Peter & St James Hospice
L 9 vk of Sussen

Hospice cart in Hhe e

RECYCLE

www.just-helping.org.uk/register-tree
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PLUMPTON VILLAGE 30CIETY
NEW YEARO DAY
WALK

Meet at Plumpton Station at 10.30am

The route will start at Plumpton Station,
go out to East Chiltington Church and
back to Plumpton via North Barnes Lane.

Mulled wine and blackcurrant squash at
the half way point.

Dogs welcome

For any queries, contact: plumptonvillagesociety@gmail.com

=
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Daniel Stewart-Roberts, District Councillor

I am working with the site managers of the Nolands Development to
minimise the amount of lorry traffic on Station Road during the times
» it is full of schoolchildren and their parents. They do understand resi-
. dents’ concerns and I hope the situation will improve soon. One help-
“ ful step, which may already have happened by the time this article
appears, is a change to the site entrance layout, so that lorries can turn left into the
site. This will eliminate the need for them to turn round at the Riddens Lane junction,
which has been a major nuisance as well as a heightened safety risk.

I know that I spend a lot of time publicising LDC consultations. Here is another one:
Lewes District Council has launched a public consultation on its proposed new frame-
work for ensuring that residents struggling with council debts are treated fairly, con-
sistently and with compassion. The proposed Fair Debt Policy policy aims to strike a
crucial balance between the council's legal duty to collect outstanding debts - such as
council tax, rent, housing benefit overpayments, and non-domestic rates (business
rates) - and providing effective support to individuals and families facing genuine
financial hardship. The consultation is open now and will run until Friday, December
15. You can view the draft policy and share your opinion via the online survey at
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/fair-debt-policy-consultation

A reminder to use the Love Clean Streets app to report fly tipping and similar prob-
lems. I was pleased to see a pile of tyres on the B2116 removed the day after I re-
ported them recently.

Email:daniel.stewart-roberts@lewes.gov.uk
Telephone/text: 07966 338429

PLUMPTONFEST 2025

It was a great evening at the Village Hall on Saturday 11th October, as 11 local acts
took to the stage for PLUMPTONFEST 2025. This biennial event saw old timers and

newcomers deliver a variety of music in front of an enthusiastic audience, while the
Football club bar provided welcome refreshments.

The evening generated a profit of £473 from ticket sales, which has been donated
to Plumpton Primary School to support an exciting project that widens access to
learning brass instruments.

Thanks to all the performers who delivered such a great show and to everyone who
supported the event. We are looking
forward to the next one in October 2027 -
so get practicing so you too can get in-
volved.

Saturday 9th October 2027—Keep the
date free!

To see more about Plumptonfest, visit our
Facebook page!
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Tree Surgery e Hedge Maintenance
Fire Wood
Stump Grinding e Strimming

Help You can Trust

Services Provided: Companionship, Dementia
Support, Domestic Duties, Medication Assistance,
Gardening (basic), Personal care, Transport
services, Meal preparation, Post hospital care,
Respite care, Secretarial and Administrative

assistance, Shopping assistance, Social

activities.
Contact: Anna Rummeli
Member of the National Association of Care and Support

Mobile: 07511 351 807
Email: aowellness1@gmail.com

Woodland Management Schemes

Experienced e Insured £5m
Free Quotation

workers

_ GRANT DEJONGE
BSc (Enviro Mgt) e LOLER Inspector PAINTER & DECORATOR
NPTC 01273 891872

07495 099708

grantdejonge@yahoo.com

Charlie Layfield

Office: 01825 724655 All jobs considered
Mobile: 07888 838423 | = in Plumpton &
. f \ su.rroundmg areas
www.treewise.co.uk &
ChecXatrade
Heath Farm L

Holiday Cottages i
South Road, Plumpton Green
Three 4 star cottages sleeping G
two, four and six.
Suitable disabled
Minimum 2 night stay
Regret no smoking or pets.

01273 890712

www.heath-farm.com

Our experienced, Chelsea Flower Show award-winning,
female-led team of gardeners provides chemical-free
garden maintenance, design and installation services
for private gardens and grounds including stately homes.

With a focus on ecological solutions and wildlife-friendly
approaches, we have a background in permaculture and

inable land 9 We take care of all garden
beds and borders from decorative to functional, including
edible L such as vegetable and herb gardens,
orchards and food forests.

Plumpton Pilates

Morni nga nd eveni ng group C| asses The Lady Gardener Team work within a half hour drive
of Brighton and Hove, in East and West Sussex. We come
in teams of 2 to 8 gardeners, depending on what the
garden needs. The larger the team, the further we're

willing to travel.

in Plumpton Village Hall.

1:1 Pilates at home also available.
Please contact Charis 07881 825007
charispilates@gmail.com

www.theladygardener.co.uk

[™) infoetheladygardener.co.uk [[J etheladygardenerbrighton
Q, 01273 658087 @theladygardenerteam




Jumble Sales
Up-date on organising

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

From 24 November 2025, you must book a
slot to visit all household waste recycling
sites in East Sussex. These are both

Maresfield and Lewes. The quickest and easi-

est way to book is using the online booking
system.

You can book to visit on the same day, and
up to two weeks in advance.

The opening hours for Maresfield:

Monday 8am - 4pm
Tuesday 8am - 4pm
Wednesday 8am - 4pm
Thursday 8am - 4pm
Friday 8am - 4pm
Saturday 8am - 4pm
Sunday 9am - 4pm

Just a few reminders of how to organise a
successful Jumble.

Ring the British Heart Foundation in Hay-
wards Heath a week before the Jumble to
ask them to collect the books, CDs, DVDs
and any good quality bric-a-brac on the
Tuesday following the Jumble. Telephone
01444 459526.

Clothes, bags, shoes and belts are put in

black sacks and taken to the recycling bin at

Plumpton Primary School.

Toys and any other items leftover on the

stage and bric-a-brac tables are taken to the

tip. Itis a good idea to separate items into
wood, plastic, glass, metal etc., as this
makes it easier once you are at the tip.

Most importantly you need helpers — lots of

helpers, especially in the afternoon.

Hope you have a successful Jumble Sale.

Jumble Sale in aid of
Plumpton Cricket Club

Saturday 6th
December 2025

At
2pm

Refreshments and Tombola

Please bring Jumble to the hall
before 10.30am

NO large items of furniture, elec-
trical items, duvets or hospital
equipment will be accepted.

Plumpton Primary School

Plumpton Primary School have now got a
Second Hand Clothes Recycling Bin
situated by the school gate (next to the
bike shed).

By donating your old items, you will be
helping raise much
needed funds for the
school.

The more you
give, the more
funds the school
receives!

Thank you for your
support.
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ENGINEERING

Your local friendly family run garage with over 40 years
experience in all aspects of vehicle repairs, old, new,
classic, sports & prestige.

All Makes & Models * M.0.T’s & Servicing * Repairs
Diagnostic Specialists + Wheel Alig
Tyres & Exh * Clutches * Cambelts + ECU R
Air Conditioning * Brakes * Brake Disc Skimming
Welding & Fabrication * Engine Tune-ups

5 School Cottages,
East Chiltington

L}

For all your
bu i Id i n g Petrol Injector Testing & Servicing * Diesel Specialists

Carbon (lumng Courtesy Cars lvuilcblo

needs

Tel: 01273- 890964
Mobile 07813 114470

YOUR LOCAL BUILDER

N
WWW. rwmotorengmeerlngltd co.uk

Unit 1, The Old Brickworks, Tel: 01273 891393

Station Road, Plump!on Green Email: rwengineering@live.co.uk

East Sussex BN7 3DF e
PHYSIOTHERAPIST Painter

Amy Cooper BSc (hons), MSc, HCPC, MCSP Decorative Paint Finishes,

Domestic, Business
& Building Trade
Michael Webber

Physiotherapy assessment and treatment in
the comfort of your own home.
All musculoskeletal, neurological and
respiratory conditions treated.

michael.webber6@yahoo.co.uk
01273 890779
07880 558 556

Remedial massage/Sports massage
Manipulation  Mobilisation
Exercise prescription  Dry needling
Electrotherapy Work station assessments

Telephone 07866 762999
accooper362@gmail.com

2 School Cottage
East Chiltington
Lewes BN7 3AY

SUZANNE'S UPHOLSTERY

(AMUSF Qualified)
* B ke Upholst:

sy || (DEADE¥SERIOUS
¢ Headboards PEST CONTROL

¢ Footstools EST 1999

il - ; 07702208475
Email - suzannes_upholstery@hotmail.com ODINTUNE COTTAGE EAST CHILTINGTON
Mobile - 07738 305342

deadlyseriouspestcontrol@gmail.com
Facebook - Suzanne’s Upholstery




DR’s Diary
JOY TO THE WORLD

These days our default setting seems to
be to be stuck on ‘gloom and doom’
mode. Sure, we have a war in Europe,
conflict in the Middle East, cost of living
crisis, etc... I could go on, but there is a
lot to be grateful for.

We are all witnessing first hand the
effects of climate change, there are lots
of global summits that may appear not to
deliver much, but without them and the
engagement of committed individuals,
things would have been a whole lot
worse, sadly change never comes as
quickly as we'd like it to.

On a more positive note, we are much
more knowledgeable and committed to
addressing this than we were 20 years
ago. Recycling has vastly improved, we
are more aware of buying ethically
sourced food , avoiding single use items,
and striving for a greener future. There
is so much to be hopeful for, as I write
this the BBC are hosting ‘Children in
Need'. Despite all the economic issues of
recent times, each year seems to achieve
unbelievable amounts raised. It's not a
one night wonder, it supports good
causes all year.

Another doom buster is a greater sense
of community, thanks in no small part to
our lockdown experiences, a time when it
became ok to check on our neighbours
and discard our natural British reserve.

So, now for the fun stuff! As we do our
Christmas shopping we can rely on good
‘ol Noddy Holder’s dulcet tones to tell us*
It's Christmas!’ ‘It's not what it used to
be’ the doom mongers love to tell us,
we'll, we've been hearing that old
Christmas chestnut for decades, before
most of the doomers were even born.
It's what you make it, remember this
Christmas we're making memories that

10

our little people will cherish for years.

My dad loved to tell us of the parlour
games they played and the joy of finding
an orange and a new penny in their
Christmas stockings.

We're hosting Christmas Day at DR
Towers, there will be several little people
present, there will be pass the parcel , ring
on a string and squeak piggy squeak. There
will be token prizes and the fun will not be
confined to the little ones!

We all experience Christmas in our own
particular way, some via the Christmas
story and going to church, others join in in
the way they choose. If it involves joy and
goodwill, that’s ok with me.

I'm always amazed at the number of
people that give time to others at
Christmas.

By the time you read this we will know
what was in ‘Rachel from accounts’ little red
case, whatever it was, we still have much
to be grateful for. To the doom mongers I
say, * be grateful for the half of the glass
that’s full!

As for me, I'm hoping for an apple in my
stocking... I could do with a new phone!

PEACE AND HOPE TO EVERYONE.

O o
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Plumpton Pantomime Society puwudly peses
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Sean Mannion Carpentry 07958647918 seanmannion67@gmail.com

Skilled carpenter with 30+ years’ experience.

Services include:  Bespoke fitted furniture
Garden decking
Door hanging

Understairs storage solutions

Harrods trained, I pride myself on quality of workmanship and reliability. I can provide a

portfolio of previous work on request. Fully insured.

Heritage timber building restoration
Raised garden beds

Timber cladding

First fix carpentry

Proud Sponsor of Plumpton Green Bowls Club

www.seanmannioncarpentry.co.uk

SPEAK FRENCH....

= YA
Small local classes (max 4)
Flexible times Beginners & Intermediate
Individual FaceTime lessons £25
NEW! Walk and talk Conversation small
groups; “Promenade” & “Passeggiata”

Contact Sue Strong 07900 594375
email: seegreenwaitrose@gmail.com

LEARN HOW TO SHOOT A
BOW
Plumpton Bowmen hold
Beginners’ Courses twice a
year in April and October on the
Playing Field.

PLUMPTON

‘21 X9

8
e
BOWNEN

We hold Have-A-Go sessions
the 3™ Sunday of the month
from April to August from 2pm
to 3.30pm.

For further information see:
www.plumpton-bowmen.org.uk

HOME CHARLES CARS

Plumpton Based

Private Hire Taxi Company

® AIRPORT TRANSFER SERVICE

® PRESTIGE VEHICLES

e  COMPETITIVE TAXI PRICES

e CORPORATE ACCOUNTS

e CREDIT CARDS WELCOME

® SALOONS AND ESTATES

¢ PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE DRIVERS

077 344 89222

homecharles@btinternet.com

Guy Sumners

Window Cleaning

J&B Services

Conservatory and roof
Fascia

Gutters clearing
Cladding

Solar panels

Patio Jet washing etc.

Betty: 07941 899324
Jerry: 07941 899754

email: info@ jandbcleaning.co.uk
website: jandbcleaning.co.uk
Facebook: J&B Cleaning Services
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Save Summer 2026: Plumpton Activity Scheme Seeks Committee Heroes!

After more than 35 years of summer fun, the Plumpton Activity Scheme faces closure. This
isn't a funding crisis; it's a volunteer crisis. Without new committee members, particularly a
new Chair, the scheme will not be able to run activities for your children in the Summer of
2026.

The Plumpton Activity Scheme (PAS) has been a vibrant, essential part of our village life for over
three decades. Every summer, we provide affordable, fun, and educational activities for children
aged 5 to 11 at Primary School. It's not just a place for the kids to play; it's a vital, subsidised childcare
option that keeps our community thriving.

Our Chairperson is standing down due to personal commitments and to allow fresh talent to take over
which aligns to the PAS constitution.

This isn't a luxury role—it's essential. The small committee is now desperately searching for new
volunteers to step up, take the lead, and secure the scheme's future. Without a new Chair and imme-
diate assistance on the committee, we simply cannot organise the 2026 scheme, and it will
have to close.

If the Plumpton Activity Scheme closes, the impact on our village families will be:

- Loss of Affordable Childcare: Parents will be left scrambling for alternatives that are often far more
expensive or require travel outside of Plumpton.

- A Staple of Summer Fun Ends: Our children will lose the local, engaging, and educational sessions
that have become a hallmark of their summer holidays.

-The End of a 35-Year Legacy: We will lose a deeply rooted community asset that relies on the
generous contributions of local businesses and groups.

This is not a financial appeal—it’s a plea for your time and skills. The jobs are vital, but they are
manageable when shared.

We are urgently looking for people to join our small, friendly committee to help with the organisation of
the 2026 scheme.

The Most Urgent Roles We Need to Fill:

- Chairperson: To oversee and lead the committee.
- Committee Members: To share the workload and handle key tasks.

Committee work — it's less than you think! The committee work is done during the non-summer months
and includes:

®  Arranging staff and volunteers for the scheme.

®  Booking activities and venues.

®  Updating essential policies and procedures.

®  Handling general correspondence and admin.

Meetings are predominantly on line so if your children are affiliated to the village but you live outside it
would not prevent you from being on the committee.

ACT NOW! Don't Let the Scheme Close

Please, if you value having affordable, local summer activities and childcare for your children, step for-
ward today. We need new energy and commitment from parents and community members to keep this
essential service going and preferably need to understand who is able to step forward prior to the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) which is planned for Wednesday 14" January 2026.

To learn more or to volunteer, please contact us immediately at:

PlumptonActivityScheme@gmail.com

The future of the Plumpton Activity Scheme is now in the hands of the community. Let's not
let 35 years of summer fun come to an end.

13



Andy
Westgate

Local Plumpton based
gas safe registered
plumbing & heating
engineer

07415529656

awestgateheating@hotmail.com

c-Ba
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jenny's,

Celebration Cakes, Cupcakes, Traybakes.
Catering for any occasion: Afternoon Tea or
Finger Buffet - Birthday, Anniversary, Funeral.

(e

@) Jenny’s Home Baking
@ 07711562905
© jennythebakerhoness@gmail.com

Singing Mamas

Plumpton
NOURISH « CONNECT + RESTORE

Pause, connect and recharge with simple harmony
songs learnt by ear. No experience necessary!

Thursdays 10.30am - 12pm.
Plumpton Scout Hut, North
Barnes Lane.

All women are welcome. LGBTQIA+, all ages
and life stages - and you don't need to be a
mum! Babies and toddlers welcome too.
Sessions are affordable and there is
absolutely no pressure. The singing is
focused on the experience and is not
performative.

Teas and biscuits and time for chats too!

First session FREE!

For more details, get in touch ~
josiepeachy@yahoo.co.uk
07842 356581
@josie_singingmamas

Caroline Hoy

Holisticand Sports
Massage

07787 510247

) K

carolinehoymassage@gmailcom
carolinehoymassage.co.uk

Bespoke Massage
for Sports,
Rehabilitation
and/or Relaxation

Ladybirds Playgroup

Email: ladybirdsplumpton@gmail.com
Wednesdays 9.30-11.30

__ From birth-5 years
. Baby area,
toys, mini rollercoaster,
snacks & singing

»

(term time) >
At Plumpton Village Hall J
£3 per family

oféted

Outstanding
Provider

%
honeypggns_
Community-run preschool in the heart
of Plumpton Green
Flexible hours available between
8.30-5pm Monday-Wednesday
8.30-3.30pm Thursday & Friday

Ofsted rated OUTSTANDING.

The Pavilion, Plumpton Green
hello@honeybeespreschool.co.uk
www.honeybeespreschool.co.uk

07786615686




Rev. Anne Dunlop

In the church there are a number of ‘events’
which seem to tumble out one after the other
and, until they have been observed, I cannot
turn my attention to Christmas. They are All
Saints, All Souls, Remembrance Sunday and
the final service in the liturgical year, Christ the
King at the end of the month. Having reached
the end of November things seem to come to a
shuddering stop. Then we are straight into a
new church year with the four weeks of Advent
running up to Christmas itself. Advent requires
that we slow right down.

This is, of course, in complete contrast with
what is going on ‘outside’ of church. There it
is all busyness and preparation. But even
here, the church has influenced what is done.
The last Sunday before Advent has an opening
prayer which asks God to ‘Stir up the wills of
thy faithful people...” This became known as
‘stir up Sunday’ when traditionally the
Christmas pudding was prepared well in
advance and left to mature, to be heated (and
lit!) on Christmas Day itself.

I have never been a Christmas pudding maker,
but my sister is a stickler for traditions. We
have an ancient diary dated 1891 passed
through the family. In it, in faint copper plate
writing, is ‘Nanny’s recipe’ which is dutifully
followed even though for years we never knew
quite what ‘brown ale’ was and generally
chucked in Guinness going by the colour rather
than flavour. There follows the ‘great stirring
ceremony’ (compulsory for anyone present)
and the obligatory wish for the coming year.
The small people put in money - carefully
sterilised and wrapped in aluminium foil - no
food poisoning ever reported although and
much cheating reported by those taking a
slice. Tragically this is now a dying custom,
so few use coins. Back in the day, my father-
in-law used to amuse the children by
pretending to choke on an American Express
credit card.

Back to Advent and the purposeful ‘slow
down’. The colour in the church changes to
penitential purple, we have no flowers, and the
hymns are reflective in tone. There is a sense
of anticipation, a waiting, marked only by the
growing number of candles on the Advent
wreath as we count down the Sundays. For
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four weeks the church seems to hold its breath
despite all the increasing excitement.

C S Lewis captured this in his poem The Turn of
the Tide. He pictures a ‘deathly stillness’
spreading from Bethlehem to Jerusalem to ‘the
islands of the North’. To Rome to Carthage and
the Nile. He imagines the earth sending out a
signal to the rest of the cosmos. He captures the
moment at which the tide was neither going in
nor going out, the moment of stillness before
momentous change. Suddenly the tide begins to
rush in, life returns and pulsates into space.
Heaven dances and ‘A shiver of re-birth and
deliverance on the earth went gliding.” It is his
way of saying that here, in this event, the birth of
Jesus, something decisive has happened to the
constitution of the cosmos. This is the hiatus of
history and the turning point of time.

Breathless was the air over Bethlehem. Black and
bare

Were the fields; hard as granite the clods;
...And the deathly stillness spread from
Bethlehem. It was shed

Wider each moment on the land...

So it ran about the girth of the planet. From the
Earth

A signal, a warning, went out

And away behind the air. Her neighbours were
aware

Of change. They were troubled with a doubt...
...Then pulsing into space with delicate, dulcet
pace

Came a music, infinitely small

And clear. But it swelled and drew nearer and
held

All worlds in the sharpness of its call...

A shiver of re-birth and deliverance on the Earth
Went gliding. Her bonds were released.

Into broken light a breeze rippled and woke the
seas,

In the forest it startled every beast...

So death lay in arrest. But at Bethlehem the
bless'd

Nothing greater could be heard

Than a dry wind in the thorn, the cry of the One
new-born,

And cattle in stall as they stirred.



Church Services for December 2025

Sunday 7th December
All Saints

Sunday 14th December
All Saints

Wednesday 17th December

Advent 2

11.00am Family Communion
Advent 3 Gaudete Sunday
11.00am Family Communion

Christmas Fair at Plumpton College

St Michael’s 6.00pm Carol Service

Sunday 21st December Advent 4

All Saints 11.00am Family Communion
5.00pm Carol Service

Christmas Eve
4.00pm
11.30pm

Wednesday 24th December
All Saints Family Crib Service Crib

Midnight Communion

Thursday 25th December Christmas Day

All Saints 11.00am Family Communion
Sunday 28th December Christmas 1 The Holy Innocents
All Saints 11.00am Family Communion
Sunday 4th January Christmas 2

All Saints 11.00am Family Communion

Refreshments are served in the church annex after all Sunday morning ser-
vices at All Saints church, Plumpton Green. Please do join us.

A said service of Holy Communion is held in All Saints church, Plumpton Green, each
Tuesday at 11.30am.

A substantial lunch is provided in the church annex each Tuesday meeting at
12.30pm. All are welcome. Suggested donation £5.00.

For general church matters please contact Rev Anne Dunlop 01273 890006
revannedunlop@gmail.com in the first instance or one of the Churchwardens.

East Chiltington - Janice Doran 07484 348341 jncdoran@gmail.com
Howard Wood 07794484373 hawood167@hotmail.com
Mike Middleton 07977 942167 mike@middleton.eclipse.co.uk

Want to hire the Church Annex?
Please speak to Bob Doran on 07484138203

Plumpton

Christmas Greetings to everyone from the Parish of Plumpton
with East Chiltington cum Novington
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VILLAGE EVENTS CALENDAR

VH = Village Hall HQ = Scout HQ TC = Tennis Club
StM = St Michael’s ANX = Church Annex PAV = Pavilion
ECC = East Chiltington Church Sch = Plumpton School ALC= All Saints Church
BOOKINGS
Village Hall & Pavilion: Jane Donovan 07747 050903 or 01273 891036
2025
6th Dec - Cricket Club Jumble Sale VH
17th Dec - Christmas Fair at Plumpton College
2026
1st Jan - New Years Day Walk
28th Feb - Horticultural Society Jumble Sale VH
Plumpton & District PROGRAMME FOR
Footpath Society DECEMBER 2025

Wednesday 3rd December - A 4 mile circular walk from Firle Charleston Farm
House, starting at 10.30

Walk Leaders: Geoff and Gill Medhurst 01273 890055

Saturday 13th December - Meet at the Village Hall at 10.30 for a short circular
(3m) followed by a cup of tea and Christmas nibbles in the Village Hall (12 till 1). All
members welcome, whether you walk or not.

Walk Leaders—Judy and John Lawrenson 01273 472277

Sunday 28th December - This will be a 4 mile local circular walk starting at the
Village Hall, at 10.30

Walk Leaders: Geoff and Gill Medhurst 01273 890055

Early plea!!

If you get any Christmas presents that you don't want or need, please save them as tom-
bola prizes for our Macmillan Coffee

Morning on 31st January.
They could make a real difference to our fundraising for this important charity. @

Drop off at 16 Chapel Rd, Plumpton Green, BN7 3DD or we're happy to collect.
Thank you and Happy Christmas!

Liz Platt-Wood and Angela Spinks %
lizplatt2011@gmail.com §
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Beeline to Success

An exciting new wildlife project was reported by Alex Waterfield,
> PLUMPTON Grounds and Garden Manager at Plumpton College.

Alex reported as follows: “ Plumpton College secured a grant from
the South Downs National Park Trust to create a Beeline, wildlife
corridor running through the College on an east — west axis, with spurs to the north and
south along the route. The Beeline is almost a kilometre in length, meaning the project will
have impact on a landscape scale, connecting with other landowners in the ReNature
Plumpton area”.

Alex sent an invitation to the village “If you'd like to join the activity, you'll be involved in
preparing the ground and then sowing a seed mix containing native species of perennial
flowers and grasses to support pollinating insects throughout the year, so as with the tree
planting project earlier in the year, it would be great to have you join us.”

So, on 30 October, a dozen volunteers helped to create a new wildflower corridor from the
front of the College 'to the front of St Michael Church. We look forward to watching the
flowers growing next Summer! y

All Saints Churchyard Clear Up

The Churchwardens would like to thank all of the 20+ villagers who turned out in
force to help the end of the year churchyard clear up on Saturday 18" October. The
weather was kind and a great deal was achieved. Many favourable comments have
been received including, “looking its best ever.” As always we are grateful for David
Dawson for suppling the bacon and beer and for Rev Anne Dunlop supported by
Angela Spinks for preparing the delicious bacon baps once our work was complete.

We would also like to thank David Stokes, David Hibberd and Robin Burberry who do
so much to support the graveyard management plan throughout growing season.

Christmas Cracker Jokes:

Q. What is white and minty? m Answer. A Polo bear!
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X CHRISTMAS

} APPEAL [
12025

® ' PLEASE SCAN HERE
‘ TO DONATE

OR CALL
01444 471598

> ¥
. L
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g\ 7

Can youwrap a gift of
comfort, peace and
kindness this Christmas?

Please donate today and help the hospice
to continue their amazing work.

Thank you for making a difference.

; *
Registered with
FUNDRAISING
REGULATOR

Registered charity number 1056114 ’ . St Peter & St James Hospice
»
. ¥ ) X
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Plumpton & East Chiltington Good Uckfield, Lewes & Newick Arts Society

Neighbours December 3rd 2025
2.30 in the Civic Hall, Uckfield
Telephone Contact 07478 524152 Lecturer: Dr Graham Griffiths
Do you need help or someone to talk to? We Joy and Energy in Unique Music of the Latin
are a group of local volunteers who offer a American Baroque
befriending service and help with everyday We always try and do something really special for

thlngs such as shopp|ng and S|mp|e household the Christmas |eCture, and this will be no eXCeptiOn.
: : I am sure you will remember the film ‘The Mission’
jobs, to anyone needing support. We can help starring Robert de Niro. By invitation of UNECO Dr

on a regular or one off basis and, there are no | Griffiths held concerts in Bolivia and went to many of

charges associated with our help, with the the Jesuit communities portrayed in the film. It was

exception of travel costs if we transport you gl these comrEunitiesSthIat the reaII music of thehLatin

aroque was born. Solemnity religiosity somehow
somewhere such as to the doctors or another | ohined with popular South American beat.
similar appointment. All our volunteers are DBS o o
checked Dr Griffiths is a lecturer, pianist, composer,
' conductor and writer. Through his research and

’ i visiting Boliva he uncovered truths not depicted in
It doesn't matter what age group you are in or the film. He contributes to musical broadcasts in

whether your family is local. If you feel you Britain, Denmark and worldwide. He is also a
would like our help or, to talk about how we member of our society. Enough said!
may help you, please phone Gina or Alison on Guests are always welcome at our lectures, £8 on

the above number or, you can email us at: the door but do think about joining us. Bookings are

pecgoodneighbours@gmail.com now being taken for our Christmas Lunch at the
Picture House Restaurant in Uckfield, but of course
New volunteers are always needed and very this is for members only.

welcome. If you are interested in joining our : :
. . Do contact me for membership details. Ha
team please get in touch on the contact details | Christmas! P PPy

above. Annette Shelford

annette@shelford.net

East Chiltington TECT Update:

TECT Field Fencing Update

The fencing has been fully installed through the field and we are so grateful to all who worked to put it up
so quickly. There was also a wonderfully successful turnout with over 40 lovely people helping to plant an
amazing 260 trees into the new hedge! All of these trees have been grown from seeds collected locally.

We hope to have some livestock grazing on the field sometime this winter and will inform everyone of
dates when we know.

Ecology Walk & Talk

We had a brilliant afternoon on our *Ecology Walk & Talk* on 9th November with freelance Ecologist and
Knepp Guide Tom Forward. We saw over 35 different species of birds in and around the field, many of
which are on the conservation concern list. Examples included the grey wagtail, meadow pipit & the kestrel
- so this is very encouraging! Tom left everyone with lots of ideas of how to work with the land to promote
biological diversity.

The TECT committee will be arranging some work days in the coming months to carry out work, such as
coppicing the willow trees & tidying the orchard. Details will follow.

TECT Tree Survey Work

A recent tree survey around the field found that some were in need of attention. Work to remove dead
and potentially dangerous trees/branches near to footpaths has already started and will continue over the
next few months. An ash has been felled adjacent to the stream and logs from this tree have been used for
log pile habitats for small vertebrates, arthropods.

TECT Quiz Night - Tuesday 10th February 2026 from 7pm @ The Jolly Sportsman

Want to be involved? If anyone is interested in getting involved in TECT and/or becoming a trustee do
get in touch with the Chairman Mark Marsh - markmarshl@mac.com
20




Christmas Crossword. December 2025

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8

9

10 1 12
13 14

15
16 17 18 19

20

21 22 23 24

25

26
27 28
29 30
Clues Across: Clues Down:

1. Date in December, one day after Christmas Eve
(11)
5. Tree which might be found after it's burned
down? (3)
7. It is worth 50 in darts (5)
8. This might reduce your car insurance (7)
9. “Christmas —, mistletoe and wine” (4)
10. Part of a horse’s neck (7)
13. The most popular ever is a red heart (5)
14. “The Book —-", international best seller and
2013 film (5)
15. Followed by Magi (4)
16. 3 down and 12 down. Opening words of a
popular Christmas carol about the gifts of a true
love (2,3,5,3,2,9)
18. A deciduous conifer (5)
20. Persian fairy , perhaps (4)
21. Rub out (5)
24, Sour rice (5)
25. Worn with a shirt and collar , esp in USA (7)
26. Stay behind, like carol singer of old? (4)
27. Piece of wood on the railway line (7)
28. Essential (5)
29. Our French numbers? (3)
30. Key Changes (11)
21

1. 2 of these in the 16 across carol (6,5)

2, This many ladies dancing... (4)

3. See 16 across (5,3)

4. Joseph was legally this to the boy Jesus (6)

5. Having a high pH (6)

6. The female pronoun (3)

. Bring in (6)

10. Followers of 15 across (4,3)

11. Depict unrealistically (7)

12. See 16 across (2,9)

17. Time of celebration, like Christmas! (8)

19. Mischievous person or likeable rogue (6)

22. Bearers of good news when Jesus was born (6)
23. Like written music, achieved by the likes of
Harry Kane? (6)

26. Dry riverbed in the desert (4)

27. “How that in Bethlehem was born the — of
God by name” (God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman) (3)

N

Andy Starling, 2025



NEED AN ELECTRICIAN ?
KJB ELECTRICALLTD

Your local electrician, based in Plumpton
Green.
Part ‘P’ compliant & Fully Insured
For a free no obligation quote,
Call or Email Ken
T. 07766455378
E. kjbelectricalltd@gmail.com

Love Your Clothes

Get Ready For
That Special Occasion/Holiday
Just Revamp, Shorten, Mend

I make curtains/cushions, kids stuff &
lots more. Give Me A Ring

Fran: 01273890731, 07719539513

SYMES
TREE SURGERY

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE
SURGERY

HEDGE CUTTING
LOGS AND WOODCHIP

Fred Symes 07889420474
Fredsymestree@gmail.com

Fencing
Qate’s

Patio’s

Path’s

Hedge Cutting
Rotovating

Garden

ntenance
Est 2006

Planting
Shed
Bases
Lawn
Mowing
Turfing

For a free friendly quote
phone Nigel Clough
on Newick 01825 723138
or 07504224335

Making
Mending
Altering

8.

dodiesews.co.uk

Seamstress services
Dodie - 07934495628

John Church electrician
Professional, Courteous

Local Electrician

For all your electrical needs

Fully Qualified - Part P Registered
All Work Guaranteed - Fully Insured

Call John
01273 900251
info@johnchurchelectrician.co.uk

/L
V7 7 7 7
Ay A
l 2 Z

3 HOLLYCROFT
EAST CHILTINGTON,LEWES
EAST SUSSEX BN73AZ

OJH ROOFING

FOR ALL OF YOUR ROOFING REQUIREMENTS

074699044765
OJHROOFING@OUTLOOK.COM
WWW. OJHROOFING.COM
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Garments Alterations

Wedding dresses , Formal dresses

Suits, ball dresses

Chec«katra'de ; (:
Award Winner -

Lewes, east sussex 2024 «\\W om
07758122792 W in Trade
1]

https://www.tamarasdesignandalterations.co.uk Champ

Rapid Response ¢ Police checked
Free Estimates * No VAT » OAP Discount

YOGA CLASSES Locks Changed & Upgraded (To BS3621)
with Andrew uPVC Specialist » Window locks » Garage locks
Mixed classes for all levels in Plumpton Green Lock outs, Break ins, all makes of locks.

JUST MOVED? WHO ELSE HAS KEYS?
CHANGE LOCKS FOR PEACE OF MIND?

Aot
Checkatrade

Before you use them

07780 840462

. NO CALL OUT FEE - OAP DISCOUNT
Contact 07932635778 for more details. www.lucvlocksmith.co.uk lucvlocksmith1@gmail.com

—

| \ \\\ The Plough at Plumpton ’/ i

Under new ownership since August 2024 / |

A lovely country pub in view of the south downs

Serving great food, 7 days a week Sunday roasts
Family and dog friendly Regular live music
Daily food and drinks deals Sky Sports

Large garden with play equipment

/ www.theploughatplumpton.co.uk

up to date events and offers

/ / \.
/ Follow us on Facebook or Instagram for \\
-\
- —=
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Plumpton and East
Chiltington Wildlife Group

Report of the Group’s Annual General
Meeting held on Tuesday 4th November
2025 at the Church Annexe, Plumpton
Green

Welcome. The Chair welcomed everyone
to the AGM

1.2 Apologies for absence. None re-
ceived

1.3 Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th
November 2024. These were agreed and
signed as a correct record of the Meet-
ing. Proposed - Jenny Greening, second-
ed - Peter Baker.

1.4 Chair’s Report - Carole Nicholson
provided a summary of the Group’s ac-
tivities, starting with the annual Big Gar-
den Bird Watch in January and including
botany, bird and insect surveys, walks
and talks throughout the year. A copy of
the presentation is available on the
Group’s website:

plumptonwildlifegroup.weebly.com

In March there was the first consultation
evening for the Re-Nature Plumpton
initiative, where the Group is working
with residents, the Parish Council and
the College to identify where biodiversity
improvements could be made through-
out the Parish. This year volunteers
helped to plant trees at the College and
sow a wildflower trial as part of the Col-
lege’s Beeline for Success project. A Re-
Nature Plumpton presentation was in-
cluded in the Parish Council’s Annual
Parish Meeting and a further consulta-
tion evening is planned for 26/11/25.

1.5 Adoption of Chair’s Report - pro-
posed - Anna Phillips, seconded - David

Phillips

1.6 Treasurer’s Report - presented by
Kate Gold. The Group’s financial situa-

tion remains positive with monies from
Member’s fees, funds raised from activi-

ties and welcome charity donations. The
Group has acquired some bat detectors for
surveys and monitoring.

1.7 Adoption of the Treasurer’s Report - pro-
posed - Paul Nicholson, seconded - Carole

Nicholson
2. Election of Officers

Chair - Carole Nicholson. Proposed - Jean
Stewart, seconded - Kate Gold

Vice-Chair - Simon Harding. Proposed - Kate
Gold, seconded - Min Smith

Treasurer - Kate Gold. Proposed - David
Phillips, seconded - Lin Baxter

Secretary - Jean Stewart. Proposed - Simon
Harding, seconded - Chris Chapman

3. Election of Committee Members

The following Committee members were re-
elected, Chris Chapman and David Phillips.
proposed - Carole Nicholson, seconded -
Kate Gold

4. Any other notified business
None

5. Date of next AGM

November 2026, date and time to be an-
nounced.

The formal AGM closed at 19.30 and was
followed by a very detailed presentation by
Dr Dan Danaher which outlined his leading
various initiatives in the Brighton area to im-
prove grassland habitats for biodiversity, in
particular increase the number and variety of
invertebrate species.

Christmas Cracker Jokes:

Q. What's the most popular Christmas
wine?

Answer: “But I don't want brussel sprouts”
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C. LEWRY

GROUNDWORKS

e DRIVEWAYS, PATIOS & PATHS
e FENCING

e FOOTINGS & CONCRETE BASES
o DRAINAGE

e TURFING /LANDSCAPING

e DIGGERS +OPERATOR HIRE

CHARLES
WYCHERLEY

56 High Street, Lewes
01273 069006 or 07912 935889
Email: office@charleswycherley.co.uk
Living locally in the East Chiltington/Plumpton
area.
Competitive rates for locals
Estate Agent and Chartered Surveyor

Over 25 years experience + based in
Plumpton Green

FULLY INSURED

Contact Chris for a free quote

07854 787 545

chrislewry1980@yahoo.com

[Sorting through the clutter gives you your space back!

HOUSE 2 HOME
House 2 Home
Decluttering &

. Organising Services

BY JUDITH AYRES

Turning your house into a beautiful tidy home.

CONTACT: jahouse2home@gmail.com or
Whatsapp 07711995385

Angelo Spadaccini
Oil fired boiler and Aga service engineer
01403 741600
Fully experienced and insured

Info : www.facebook.com/angeloilfired

ELECTRICIAN

DEAN FERGUSON
YOUR LOCAL CHAILEY BASED

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Registered with NAPIT to certify to part P

No job too big, no job too small (labour VAT Free)

Tel: 01825 723661
MOB: 07754000147

Email: deanfergusonelectrician@hotmail.co.uk

A

LEE'S LOCKS

NO CALL OUT CHARGE!
All locks fitted to insurance BS3621

Window Locks * Supplied & Fitted
Fully Guaranteed + O.A.P. Discounts
Insurance Work « UPVC Specialist

Digital Locks ¢ Break ins
Garage Door « UPVC/Patio
Police Checked * No VAT!!!

LOCKED OUT? DOOR JAMMED?
LOST KEYS? NEED EXTRA SECURITY?
Store this number in your
phone NOW! You may need it
Tel: 01273 803 084 A5
Mob:07921 068564 *@

O 44

Email: lee@lees-locks.com e

;0& 858[0;)44 88 147 Aémﬂ;détrade

Before you use them




ATKINSON

PLUMBING
& HEATING™

07973 550114 01825 791232
* Kitchens & bathrooms e Woodburners
* General refurbishment « Boiler installation / servicing
e Carpentry service available e Central heating & heat pumps

We cover West Sussex & surrounding areas

Our customers have rated us 10 for Workmanship and Courtesy on

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

58 et g I,
Feeling Tredand Suggish? [ ' PLUMBING & HEATING

NEW FITNESS CLASSS A2 RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT OIL BOILER
SERVICING, REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS
Expenienced Trainers providing group exercises for all abilitie THROUGHOUT MID SUSSEX

Only £5a session LOCAL FAMILY RUN PLUMBING & HEATING COMPANY FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Monday Nights 8-9om Plumpton Green Village Hall
Starting 08/07/24

www.clapptapsport.co.uk 07510 159914

“¢Forest Friendsy*

Woodland crafts, music, nature
connection, wild-craft skills and
outdoor play for children aged 1-4

£10 per session paid termly
or £12 drop in rate
Now on Fridays: 10-11.30am [P s @ ©
By the Ferrings lake in East Chiltington ceostt & - ot

contact Sarah on 07980 006680 or sarah@littleseeddesign.com [EETETTRTITZEY o RPN PG I R o T R e e o
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Footpath «cT S0

Detective’s . Tj,t‘ LY 4
L (!

Diary: Nt /i 4

A Footpath Detective’s Diary
December 2025
A little bit of Ilkley Moor

It was the very end of October and I was re-
turning from Nepal via Yorkshire, as you do,
when I had a chance for a wander in one of
my favourite places Ilkley Moor. The colours
were very autumnal but it was still quite warm.
I parked near Grove Road to the west of the
town centre but this walk could be equally well
accessed from the station. This walk is about
6.5 miles.

I worked my way up in a southerly direction
through residential roads and small steep foot-
paths until I was on the northern edge of the
Moor and a path marked on some maps as the
Millenium Way. I turned east and followed this
well established track towards White Wells,
crossing Willy Hall’s Spout along the way. The
name makes me laugh but its just a small
stream that tumbles off the moor making a
little waterfall. White Wells cottages are a
collection of connected whitewashed buildings
on the north side of the moor above Ilkley.
Outside stands a signpost helpfully showing
the directions North, South, East, and West in
typical plain straightforward Yorkshire style. In
around 1700, at the back of Spa Cottage land-
owner Peter Middleton opened an openair spa
bath for the use of the people of Ilkley. In
1791, Robert Dale built two baths on the cur-
rent site, enclosed by walls on three sides but
not roofed over. What remains now within one
of the buildings is a plunge pool that is some-
times open to the public including on New
Year’s Day. The water is COLD!

I passed around the back of the buildings and
up a few steps to join the Dales Way Link path
in a SE direction and up to nearby Ilkley Crags
a smallish outcrop of millstone grit rock. At this
point the Dales Way heads east toward the
larger outcrop of Cow and Calf but I opt for
the Dales Way Link that turns south. I followed
that path onto the higher part of the moor as
far as the Twelve Apostles a stone circle dating
from the Bronze Age. The stones are only
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about two foot above the ground. They sit
where Ilkley Moor and Burley Moor abut. To
continue south on the path would have
taken me onto Bingley Moor, too far on this
occasion so I turned west on a clear path
over White Crag Moss and to the high point
of Ilkley Moor at 402 metres. The view to
the northeast includes the white ‘golf balls’
on Menwith Hill, an RAF station, and to the
northwest the beautiful Yorkshire Dales.

I continued west on the path to Whetstone
Gate where Ilkley Road comes up from Rid-
dlesden and East and West Morton in Aire-
dale. East Morton is where my ancestors
farmed and back then in the 15 and 16™
centuries Ilkley was their parish church so
they would have had to walk over the two
moors for marriages and burials. At Whet-
stone Gate I turned north to follow the track
known as Keighley Road passing Cowper’s
Cross a large stone cross that is thought to
have been erected in the 15" or 16™ centu-
ry. Close by is The Badger stone said to be
the site of pagan spring equinox gatherings.

Ilkley Moor has been a place frequented by
humans for very many centuries and the grit
stones bare the markings from ancient times
including the cup and ring carvings from
Neolithic or Bronze Age and the Swastika
mark of similar era. It's a swirling design
with a dot or ‘cup’ in each loop. I saw swas-
tika designs in Nepal and learnt that they
have an ancient and much more peaceful
significance than what we tend to associate
it with following the appropriation of it by
the Nazi party in the 20" century.

I followed the track NNE to head back down
towards Ilkley seeing a few startled red
grouse enroute but not the golden plover,
curlew, lapwing, ring ouzel, short eared owl
or merlin that can sometimes be seen on
the moor. It is a rich and beautiful habitat
and holds a very special place in my heart.
As I descend the track becomes tarmac a
little before meeting the Millenium Way. I
wend my way back through the ginnels and
residential roads of Ilkley town where many
a refreshment opportunity awaits those that
want.

EJH



Bird Watch

One of the most interesting
aspects of birdwatching is migration. At
times mind boggling as to how small
birds, weighing just a few grams, can
traverse ocean and deserts under their
own strength and effort. Migration, the
movement of millions of birds to and from
different continents twice annually has
occurred of as long as there have been
birds so that they can get away from parts
of the world that, at times of the year are
too cold to support a food source. During
the summer months, however, in northern
regions, with the long hours of daylight,
lack of human activity and an abundance
of insects, for many species it is a
bonanza. Many species that do not breed
or spend the winter in Britain, do pass
through in spring and autumn. Many use
regular places to re-fuel before continuing
their journeys.

We can understand how a small bird
taking perhaps a couple of hours to cross
the Channel can wend its way across the
Continent, feeding as it goes. The
staggering thought is about those that
reach Greenland, needing to cross many
hundreds of miles of open sea with
nowhere to alight or find food for hours
on end. Many navigate by the stars at
night and during clear weather. Some
years ago, we went to Norway, crossing
the North Sea on a big hotel-like ship that
devoured the coach. During the afternoon,
the sun went in and there was cloud
cover. Almost immediately, birds appeared
on the ship’s rail. A Redstart and three
Willow Warblers settled and a few House
Martins circled above. As soon as the
weather brightened up, they continued
their migration. This happens regularly on
oil rigs where huge falls of birds come
down according to the conditions. How
many are lost during their travels no one
knows but it is certainly the survival of the
fittest.

The interest in Firecrests continues. I will be
delighted when one of the local enthusiasts
calls me confirming that they have identified
one. One problem might be their similarity to
the Goldcrest, which people do recognise.
However, they are very much alike, and until
you see the black line through the eye and
white above and below, you may not realise
that it is a Firecrest. They are often found
together, so scanning through a group could
prove to be the answer. Many years ago,
the first one I saw was in a wood near
Beachy Head and we made a special journey
to see it. In those days they were very
scarce. In the recently published, excellent
Sussex Bird Report, it is estimated that, now,
up to a thousand pairs breed in this county.
This is not the bird news we are used to, an
increase of a population instead of a decline
and all achieved by themselves, not
introduced.

Not being able to get out as much as I used
to, I try to see bird action on the television,
not just the excellent wildlife programmes,
but incidental observations. It was
interesting to see, during a race meeting,
gulls following the horses and alighting
where their hooves had disturbed the
ground, making worms and other food
available. As far as I could make out, they
were Black-headed Gulls which of course
don't have black heads at this time of year
and when they do, their heads are brown!!

R.J.L.

Christmas Cracker Jokes:

Q. Why do birds fly south in the
winter?

Answer: Because they can't afford the
train
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Est. %628 1993
°KINGS FRAMERS

Unit 55, The Old Brickworks. Plumpton. BN7 3DF

A

Quality Care in Your Home

% Bespoke Framing

%2 Interior Consultaney
2 Picture Hanging
‘Helping you remain in
the home you love’

% Framed Artwork & Mirrors

Contact us (0 make your appointment

01273 481020

info@kingsframers.com

Medication
Personal Care

www.kingsframers.com

Light Housework
Companionship
Meal Preparation

RICHARD
ALLAN

& M P

Garden & Landscape Management
From 1 call a week to 4 visits a day, including:
or live in care, the choice is yours *  hedgecutting *  fencerepairs
. garden clearance . gate installation
. animal enclosures . veg beds
Call us on 01444 686060 . mobile sawmilling . and more......

andy.mcniven@rightathome.co.uk

Fullinsured - References available
Call or text for a free quote on

07766 008094

www.rightathome.co.uk/midsussex

Therapeutic Yoga - 1:1 tuition

20+ years experience
Movement and Stillness for body and mind for people living with
Learning and Physical Differences
Neurological Conditions
Dementia
Frailty

For more details contact Amber
07795 170803 / ambertheward@hotmail.com

slmon cooper

scoopsweb

web solutions

D Beautifully made

" curtains, Roman

A\
\\V /)
N

Plumpton-based web designer

tel: 07870 570050
email: simon@scoopsweb.co.uk
web: www.scoopsweb.co.uk

blinds, cushions &
soft furnishings.
Alterations & repairs
to existing curtains
& soft furnishings.

A Curtain Shyle

All carried out by a

Call/WhatsApp f
07711995385 or email fl:’g);etsl’;?s; curtain
For all your website and jmayres12@gmail.com Eqaker

digital marketing needs
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® Washing Machine Repairs
® Dishwasher Repars

@ Electric Cooker Repairs

Y © Tumble Dryer Repairs

©® Spare Parts

Domestic Appliance Repairs
Allan Mansfield

01273 800917 s www amappliances. co.uk
L service@amappliances co.uk

01444 39111 2

facebook

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Newick Purpose-made Wardrobes ¢
Doors / Architraves ¢

Cupboards / Shelving ®

Mobile: 07811 224400 Kitchens

Email: robcbrad@gmail.com Property Maintenance ©

COME AND JOIN US

AT YOUR LOCAL, FAMILY FRIENDLY
TENNIS CLUB

@ LTA QUALIFIED COACHES

@ ADULT/JUNIOR COACHING
SATURDAY SESSIONS FOR JUNIORS OF ALL AGES

@ CLUB NIGHTS/RUSTY RACQUETS/TEAM PLAY
© CHILDRENS' EASTER & SUMMER CAMPS

@ JOIN IN WITH OUR COACH RUN CARDIO
SESSIONS A GREAT WAY TO KEEP FIT

@ AWARD WINNING CLUBHOUSE
@ FLOODLIGHTS

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
CALL LESLEY SATCHELL ON: 07590 354420
OR EMAIL: info@plumptontc.org.uk

MPS Electrics

For all your electrical needs

Local Electrician
Fully qualified/insured
Tel: 01273 525545

NAPIT
Mob:07546505447

email: mpselectrics@gmail.com

Contact Marcus on

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

CAR
WASH —
<&

Home visits in Plumpton Green.

&)

£10 per car. Own equipment
Henry Ponsford, age 14

Book via mum 07800 558968

Phillip 07812 364395

Professional, Experienced, Reliable
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Chailey Commons
Society

*

www.chaileycommons.org.uk

Once again, we are having unseasonal warm
and damp autumnal weather and the rainfall
has been light with most of the heavy rain by
-passing our corner of England. My local rain
recording showed a total rainfall of 5.24 ins
in October giving a year total so far of 24.67
in. compared with 36.62 in. at the same
point in 2024.

During October and part of November the
Exmoor ponies have been grazing the fields
next to the commons in order to keep them
away from the very abundant crop of acorns
on the heathland this mast year. We are very
grateful for the continued support of our
neighbours, and everyone involved. We are
awaiting advice from the conservation
grazing experts from the Moorland Mousie
Trust who own the ponies, about when to
release them back onto the common. You
may see them grazing inside an electric
fenced enclosure on Red House Common
with minimal oak trees as the next stage
before their release.

Our November talk was on the Dragonflies of
Sussex by Simon Linington. Other activities
this Autumn included our annual Fungus
Walk with Martin Allison and the final bird
walk with Adrian. We spotted some seasonal
passing birds such as Canada Geese, Greylag
Geese and Egyptian Geese and a Little Egret
and a Cormorant. We also enjoyed a talk by
Barney Tremaine, Fam Manager at the
Cowdray Estate Midhurst, who told us about
the Regenerative Farming on the estate and
how it includes all aspects of the local flora
and fauna and care of the soil.

There is no meeting in December.
Forthcoming Events in 2026

Thursday January 8" 2026. Talk by
Sasha Turnbull, a commons
neighbour, who will tell us

about how she enjoys the
commons and will illustrate
with paintings and images.
Chailey Village Hall 7.30pm.
Visitors welcome.

Saturday January 11% Birch
Harvesting on Red House
Common for besom brooms:
9.30 am — 1 pm with snack
break. Further details to
follow. If you would like to
buy our sustainably produced
besom brooms, please contact
01444 831098.

If you would like to take part in the birch
cutting, please contact us using the email
(mail@chaileycommons.org.uk) in advance
so that we can get you registered as a
volunteer.

We always welcome new members so please
come and join us. It's now easy to join
online through our website.

For further information, visit our website —
www.chaileycommons.org.uk or our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
chaileycommons/ or

friendsofmarkstakescommon.weebly.com.

The Society wishes you a very Happy
Christmas.

William Coleman 01444 831098

Christmas Cracker Jokes:

Q. Why is it getting harder to buy
advent calendars this year?

Answer: Their days are numbered!
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[« 172 T Lewes
L\ (0 District

Lewes District Citizens Advice

15 — 19 Chapel Street
Newhaven
BN9 9PN

@Lewescabl
www.lewesdistrictca.org.uk

Planning Ahead with a Lasting Power of Attorney:

A lasting power of attorney (LPA) ensures that someone you trust can step in to
manage your affairs if you become unable to make decisions for yourself.

The first thing to know is that anyone can make an LPA, whatever your age. An LPA
lets you appoint a trusted friend or relative to act on your behalf and manage your
finances, care, or medical treatment if you ever lose mental capacity. This could
happen due to illness, injury, or the side-effects of treatment, impacting your ability
to make decisions. Setting up an LPA doesn’t mean you expect something to happen

- it’s just planning ahead.

There are two types: property and financial affairs, and health and welfare. You
don’t need to make both at once, but you must do it while you still have the mental
capacity. Choose who manages your affairs carefully. A property and financial affairs
LPA covers things like bank accounts and property, fully or partially. A health and
welfare LPA covers care, daily living, and medical decisions - but it can only be used

once you lose capacity.

You can make an LPA online at gov.uk. Once completed, send them to the Office of
the Public Guardian for registration, which can take around 20 weeks. Once
registered, you and your attorney are notified, and the LPA can be used. More
information is available on the Citizens Advice website. For more tailored support,
you can contact Lewes District Citizens Advice on 0808 278 7892 (option 4), open
Tuesday to Thursday, 10am—3pm.
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PLUMPTON
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Societies
Clubs
Groups

For changes or new
entries:
phone:

01273 891383
Email:
pecncopy@gmail.com

Baby & Toddler Group Charlotte 01273 891086
Beekeeping Group Jim Thompson 07597 067535
British Legion Reg Lanaway 890070
Brownies girlguiding.org.uk

Chailey Commons Society William Coleman 01444 831923
Cricket Club Kelvin Speirs 890785
Flower Club Sue Akers 891701
Football Club Paul Manville 07813 114470
Footpath Society Judy Lawrenson 01273 472277
Guides girlguiding.org.uk

Happy Circle Cherie Winchester 891592
Honeybees Preschool 07786 615686
Horticultural Society Lin Pilfold 01273 475594
Hospice Support Group Sue Akers 891701
Junior Football Darryl Bailey 07792 686673
Oil Buying Group Diane Marks 07929 336065
Pantomime Society Penny Acton 01273 891427

Plumpton Activity Scheme

Becca Baker

plumptonactivityscheme@gmail.com

Plumpton Bowmen Mark Piercy 07799 467997
Plumpton Camera Club Tim Honess 01273 890582
Plumpton & East Chiltington 07478 524152

Gina Hawthorne
Lee Stevens

Good Neighbours
Plumpton Rude Mechanical
Theatre Co. Friends
Plumpton Short Mat Bowls
Plumpton Tennis Club
Plumpton Village Society

07887 562721

890826
07590 354420
07887 562721

Malcolm Beard
Lesley Satchell
Lee Stevens

PPTFA Marie Leviston 891497
Plumpton Vol Driving Gill Medhurst 01273 890055
Bookings - Jackie 07855213947
Rainbows girlguiding.org.uk
Rugby Club Mike Allen 890076
Scouts Rodney Hills 890410
Southdown East Pony Club Mike Nichols 01444 452295
Stoolball Club Jo Taylor 890450
Turning Pointe Dance Classes office.turningpointe@gmail.com
Wildlife Group Jean Stewart

Plumpton & East Chiltington News

Advertising & Admin: Mac Gardiner 01273 891383
Email: pecntreasurer@gmail.com

Typesetting:

Louise Gardiner 01273 891383

Email: pecncopy@gmail.com

Distributed by:
Printed By:

Christine Millum 01273 890854
Devon Print Ltd.
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THE FOUNTAIN INN

PLUMPTON GREEN

FESTIVE MENU

TWO COURSES €26 /| THREE COURSES g3t
STARTERS
Curried Parsnip Soup, Garlic Croutons (vg)

Local Pan fried Pheasant Breast, cider, Bacon and Apples

Smoked Mackerel Pacé, Chestnut Butter, Melba Toast

Whipped Goats Cheese, Heritage Beets, Pear, Clementine & Toasted Seeds Salad (v)

MAIN COURSES

Crown of English Turkey, Goose Fat Roast Potatoes, Winter Roots, Brussels,

Maple Parsnip, Pork & Chestnut Stuffing, Bread Sauce, Red Wine Jus

Sussex Beef, Goose Fat Roast Potatoes, Winter Roots, Brussels,

Maple Parsnip, Pork & Chestnut Stuffing, Red Wine Jus

Pan Roasted Sea Bass, Crushed New Potatoes, S:mphirc. Sauce Vierge

Roast Heritage Squash, Celeriac and Smoked Vegan Bacon Pie, Sage & Chestnut Stuffing,
Garlic. Olive Oil & Thyme Roast Potatoes, Maple Parsnips,

Winter Roots, Brussels & Red Wine Jus (vg)

PUDDINGS

Christmas Pudding, Brandy Butter Ice Cream (v)
Apple, Fig & Chestnut Crumble, Custard (vg)
Lemon Thyme Posset, Hazelnut Shortbread (v)
Brighton Blue, Lord London, Golden Cross Goats,
Sussex Charmer, Chilli Jam, Celery, Seeded Crispbread (v) (£3 supplement)

&fo = Gluren Free Oprion, vgo = Vegan Oprion, v « Vegetarian, vg = Vegan, gf = Gluten Free

SLFOKE YOU ORDER YOUK FOOD AXD DEINK, PLEASE INFORM A MEMAER OF STAFZ [F YOU NAVE A FOOD ALLEAGY OX INTOLERANCE

AVAILABLE FROM 20™ NOV. BOOKING ESSENTIAL. DEPOSIT AND PRE
ORDERS REQUIRED
CALL TO BOOK: 01273 435898
OR EMAIL: THEFOUTAINPLUMPTON@GMAIL.COM



